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The mission of Special Olympics New Jersey is to provide year-round sports training and athletic 
competition in 24 Olympic-type sports to children and adults with intellectual disabilities giving them 
continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate 
in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the 
community. 
 
Today, more than 18,000 Special Olympics athletes from more than 400 communities in 21 counties 
participate in approximately 160 sports events year-round. Special Olympics training programs exists in 
schools, community agencies, and individual households. 
 
Local, regional and statewide Special Olympics competitions are conducted in 24 Olympic-type sports 
governed by National sports governing bodies and held in four sports season as follows: 
Fall Sports Festival: Cycling, Equestrian, Flag Football, Golf, Soccer, Volleyball 
Winter Games:  Alpine Skiing, Cross Country Skiing, Figure Skating, Floor Hockey, Snow Boarding, Snow 
Shoeing, Speed Skating 
Spring Sports Festival: Basketball, Bowling, Motor Activities Training Program (MATP)* 
Summer Games: Aquatics, Bocce, Gymnastics (Rhythmic & Artistic), Power lifting, Sailing, Softball, Tennis, 
and Track & Field [MATP are skills based activities for athletes with profound disabilities) 
 
Funding for Special Olympics comes from individual donations, civic and corporate partnerships, special 
events and programs & Grants.  Less than 2% of funding came from Government sources.  In 2008, 81 
cents of every dollar spent went to programs and activities directly serving athletes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Volunteers drive the mission starting with the volunteer Board of Directors and the tens of thousands of 
individuals whose contributions as coaches, event managers, sports directors, and general operations 
assistants result in a true Olympic experience for the athletes. 
 
The history of Special Olympics began in 1968, when Eunice Kennedy Shriver introduced the world to the 
first-ever International Games.  In 1970, Special Olympics New Jersey held the first-ever Special 
Olympics Summer Games in the Johnstone Training Center. 


