
             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 
Special Olympics New Jersey   

Fall Games Equestrian Competition 

Saturday October 21, 2023 
 

REMOTE SHOW 
 

Judging will take place on October 14 & 15 
Zoom Ribbon Presentation November 1  

 
 
 

Judges: 
Equitation:  Miriam Coll 
Obstacles:   Jessica Lange 
Dressage:  Coeli Netsky 
In-Hand:   TBD 
 

Show Manager:   
Christine Cardinal     609-439-1605 

  609-730-9059 x 401 
  ccardinal@mercercounty.org 

 
 
 The 2023 SONJ Remote State Competition will run according to USEF and Special Olympics rules.  

Late entries will not be accepted. Late video submissions will not be accepted. 
Important Dates: 

Entry Opening Date: 7/1/23      Entry Closing Date: 9/15/23  
Video Submission Folders Available to Upload Videos: 9/20/23 - 10/11/23 

 Attention Instructors, Coaches, and Programs     
 

Please remember, the proper paperwork (LTP, medicals, releases) needs to be completed in order for programs and riders to be eligible to participate. Registrations will 
not be accepted for athletes without current medicals. Videos may be taped after the athlete is registered.  

Susan Mejia: SM@sonj.org  
 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

Equitation Classes: Athletes will be judged on their riding position, use of aids, and the ability to control their horse. 

Results as shown by the performance of the horse are not to be considered more important than the method used by the 

rider (SO rule 13.2.6). The judge will look for the proper riding seat, the proper use of natural and or artificial aids, and the 

rider’s ability to control the horse, and the use of good horsemanship. Show clothing is always welcome but not required 

to participate in an Equitation Class. 

Obstacle Classes: The judge will look for the athlete successfully completing each obstacle using good horsemanship and 

proper equitation, the use of aids, and the rider’s ability to control the horse. The rider’s proper attempt to complete an 

obstacle will be considered more important than the horse’s performance (SO Rule 13.2.6). Show clothing is always 

welcome but not required to participate in an Obstacle Class. 

Showmanship-like and Obstacle Course In-Hand Classes: Since these are non-riding classes, the Athlete/Riders are called 

Handlers. In both In-Hand classes, the judge will look for the Handler’s proper horsemanship and knowledge of the 

designated pattern or course, but the horse is the focus. It is the Handler’s job to make the horse look and perform its 

best. Traditional showmanship clothing is always welcome but it is not required to participate in an in-hand class.  

Dressage Classes: Tests may be ridden or driven in a carriage. Athletes will be judged on the performance of each 

movement, the straightness, suppleness, rhythm (even paces), contact, impulsion, and collection of the horse, as well as 

communication between the athlete and horse. Traditional dressage show clothing is always welcome but not required to 

participate in a dressage class. 

mailto:ccardinal@mercercounty.org


             

              

 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

  

Equitation, Obstacle, and Dressage On-Lead Divisions 

 
Walk Only Divisions:  

A Leader is required and one or two side-walkers may be used. The horse will be on the lead at all times. 
1.  Walk Only Equitation - Judged at the walk only in both directions. May be asked to halt, circle, or reverse direction.  
12.  Walk Only Obstacles - Course will consist of a minimum of four obstacles, at least one change of direction, and a halt.  
19.  Walk Only Dressage - EQ Level C1 Division C Test 3, SO Walk Test #3 (2016) 
 

Novice Walk/Trot Divisions: 
A Leader is required and one or two side-walkers may be used. The horse will be on the lead at all times.  

2.  Novice Walk/Trot Equitation - Riders may be asked to halt, circle or reverse direction at the walk, and to trot (posting or sitting) a short 
distance in each direction. 
13.  Novice Walk/Trot Obstacles - Course will consist of a minimum of four obstacles, at least one change of direction, a halt, and a short 
trot.  
20.  Novice Walk/Trot Dressage – EQ Level BI & BS Dressage Walk-Trot Test #2, SO New Zealand National Summer Games 2017 

 
Intermediate Walk/Trot Divisions: 
A Leader is required and one or two side-walkers may be used. The horse will be off lead at the walk and on lead at the trot.  

3.  Intermediate Walk/Trot Equitation - Riders may be asked to halt, circle or reverse direction at the walk, and to trot (posting or sitting) a 
short distance in each direction. 
14.  Intermediate Walk/Trot Obstacles - Course will consist of a minimum of four obstacles, at least one change of direction, a halt, and a 
short trot. 
21.  Intermediate Walk/Trot Dressage – EQ Level BI & BS Dressage Walk-Trot Test #2, SO New Zealand National Summer Games 2017 

 

Equitation, Obstacle, and Dressage Off-Lead Divisions 

Walk Only Divisions: 
Rider will have a spotter in the ring who will remain close to the horse’s head. The horse will be off lead at all times. Any  assistance from 
the spotter will be penalized. 

4.  Independent Walk Only Equitation - Judged at the walk only in both directions. May be asked to halt, circle, or reverse direction.  
15.  Independent Walk Only Obstacles - Course will consist of a minimum of four obstacles, at least one change of direction, a halt.  
22.  Walk Only Dressage - EQ Level C1 Division C Test 3, SO Walk Test #3 (2016) 
 

Independent Walk/Trot Divisions: 
Rider will have a spotter in the ring who will remain close to the horse’s head. The horse will be off lead at all times. Any assistance from 
the spotter will be penalized. 

6.  Independent Walk/Trot Equitation - Riders may be asked to halt, circle or reverse direction at the walk, and to trot (posting or sitting) a 
short distance in each direction. 
16.  Independent Walk/Trot Obstacles - Course will consist of a minimum of four obstacles, at least one change of direction, a halt, and a 
trot.  
23.  Independent Walk/Trot Dressage – EQ Level BI & BS Dressage Walk-Trot Test #2, SO New Zealand National Summer Games 2017 

 
Advanced Walk/Trot Divisions: 
Riders will ride independently at the walk and trot. Riders must have a spotter who will remain in the center of the ring. An y assistance 
from the spotter will be penalized. 

8.  Advanced Walk/Trot Equitation - Riders may be asked to halt, circle, and/or reverse direction at the walk and/or trot (posting or sitting). 
17.  Advanced Walk/Trot Obstacles - Course will consist of a minimum of four obstacles, at least one change of direction, a halt, and a trot. 
Riders must ride the course independently but their spotter will remain just outside of the course area.  
24.  Advanced Walk/Trot Dressage – EQ Level BI & BS Dressage Walk-Trot Test #2, SO New Zealand National Summer Games 2017 

 
 
 
 
 



             

             

             

Advanced Walk/Trot/Canter Divisions: 
Riders will ride independently at the walk, trot, and canter. Riders must have a spotter who will remain in the center of the ring. Any 
assistance from the spotter will be penalized. 

10.  Advanced Walk/Trot/Canter Equitation  
Riders may be asked to halt, circle, and/or reverse direction at the walk and/or trot (posting or sitting). Riders will be asked to canter in both 
directions for a short distance. 
18.  Advanced Walk/Trot/Canter Obstacles 
Course will consist of a minimum of five obstacles, at least one change of direction, a halt, a trot, and a canter. A jump will be included as an 
optional obstacle. Riders must ride the course independently but their spotter will remain just outside of the course area. 

25.  Advanced Walk/Trot/Canter Dressage – Dressage Level A – Test 2 (Walk-Trot-Canter), SO 2016 

In-Hand Classes 
At the Program/Coach’s discretion, either a halter with lead rope or bridle with reins may be used in the In-Hand classes. 

26. In-Hand Walk Only Obstacles- At the Program/Coach’s discretion, an assistant may be present and used to the capacity deemed 

appropriate. Points will not be deducted if an assistant is present but will be deduced if the assistant overtly controls the horse. The 

course will consist of four obstacles and a halt. 

27. In-Hand Walk/Trot Obstacles- At the Program/Coach’s discretion, an assistant may be present and used to the capacity deemed 

appropriate. Points will not be deducted if an assistant is present but will be deduced if the assistant overtly controls the horse. The 

course will consist of four obstacles and a halt. 

28. Non-Independent Showmanship-like With Pattern and Inspection- At the Program/Coach’s discretion, an assistant may be present 

and used to the capacity deemed appropriate. Points will not be deducted if an assistant is present but will be deduced if the assistant 

overtly controls the horse. One pattern and set-up with inspection. Half system crossover during inspection. The judge may ask the 

handler questions about their horse. 

29. Independent Showmanship-like With Pattern and Inspection- Athlete can have an assistant who will remain in the center of the ring 

(or nearby out of camera view). Any assistance from the assistant will be penalized. One pattern and set-up with inspection. Quartering 

system crossover during inspection. The judge may ask the handler questions about their horse. 

 

Exhibition Trail Class 

At the Program/Coach’s discretion, the athlete will ride a trail pattern consisting of three obstacles. A mandatory 

obstacle must include one in which the rider will open, pass through and close a gate. The other two obstacles 

are program’s choice. Ideas: Bridge, teeter-totter, back through, water pool (tarp or real), or any other obstacle 

you can safely make.  

 



             

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Olympics New Jersey 
Fall Games Equestrian Competition 

Saturday October 21, 2023 
 

REMOTE SHOW 
 
 

Entry Information and Important Dates                             

• Programs entering SO riders must complete and submit LTP form, waivers, and new medicals prior to their first 
practice.  

• Entry Opening date: July 1, 2023.  Registrations will not be accepted for athletes without current medicals and 
Communicable Diseases Waivers. 

• SO medical forms and Communicable Diseases Waivers must be completed and submitted by June 30, 2023 for 
those with an expired medical.  For medicals that will expire before your first practice, a new medical must be 
submitted. 

• Entry Closing date: September 15, 2023. Late entries will not be accepted. 

• Video submission folder available to upload videos: September 20, 2023 – October 11, 2023. 

• Judging will take place on October 14 & 15. 

• Late videos will not be accepted.  

• Each rider may enter one equitation class, one obstacle class, one in-hand class, and one dressage test of the 
same skill level. 

 

Video Submission Information 
• You do not need a special camera to record videos. A cell phone video will work!  

• Videographer Placement: The videographer needs to stand and tape from the following locations: 
Equitation- Center of the ring 
Obstacle Course (mounted and in-hand)- Outside of the ring behind letter C 
Dressage Classes- Outside of the ring behind letter C 
Showmanship-like- Please follow instructions on class sheet.  

• Step 1. Using a phone or video camera, have a helper video your rider from the time he/she enters the ring, 
ideally in an outdoor arena/field during the daytime. For best results, the phone/camera should be held 
horizontally and not be facing into the sun. An indoor or covered arena may be used if the lighting is good—
the better the lighting conditions, the better you will look. Make sure the sound is turned ON.  

• Step 2. Prior to entering the ring, your videographer must show a cell phone displaying the date and time. 
Without stopping the video, speak into the camera stating the rider’s name and the horse’s name, the class or 
the level and test you are riding and then continue, without editing (no stopping and starting) into the arena. 

• Step 3. As soon as the class/test is finished, the camera must approach the horse for a close up view of the 
horse and rider. 

• Step 4. Following the instructions from SONJ, upload your video to the proper folder.  
 


