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Heather Andersen
President & CEO

Lori Acker 
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees

To our Special Olympics New Jersey friends 
and families,

Welcome to the 2023 Night of Champions, 
our annual awards dinner. Tonight, we 
gather to celebrate the organization’s 
amazing accomplishments and successes of 
this past year. 

Our Special Olympics New Jersey athletes 
continued to shine throughout 2023. Many 
medals won, personal bests accomplished, 
friendships made, and memories created that 
will last a lifetime!

Thank you to our loyal coaches, volunteers, 
sponsors, law enforcement, and supporters for 
your ongoing dedication and passion to support 
our athletes and Unified partners. You truly 
are the magic behind every practice, event, 
competition, and initiative we had this year!

Tonight, we will honor and recognize many 
dedicated individuals for their commitment 
and devotion to our athletes and program in 
New Jersey. Congratulations to all the award 
winners. You are true champions!

Thank you again for attending this memorable 
evening with us!

In the spirit of Special Olympics,



Ret. Chief Robert Belfiore
LETR Director Emeritus

Elizabeth Berman
Global Critical Logistics

Robert E. Curley, III
TD Bank

Jeannine D’Onofrio
JAD Global Business 

Strategies, LLC

Adam Eng
Special Olympics New 

Jersey Athlete

Lisa Glesias
NY Life Insurance

Morgan Hulteen
Special Olympics New 

Jersey Athlete

Tony Juliano
Cresa

Jennifer Lombardi
RWJBarnabas Health

Anthony Lombardino
TIAA

Colleen E. Maguire
NJ State Interscholastic 

Athletic Association 
(NJSIAA)

Greg Matteo
CBRE

Matthew B. McDonald III, MD
Children’s Specialized 

Hospital – RWJBH

Michael Munoz
AmeriHealth New Jersey

Paul Prior
Hinkle, Prior & Fischer, 

Attorneys at Law

Jennifer Puetzer

Barbara Wallace
Twp. of Washington

John Woodruff
Rowan University

Area 1 - Hudson County
Ruben Concepcion

Area 2 - Passaic County
Rich Deska

Area 3 - Morris & Sussex Counties
Betty Lunn

Area 4 - Hunterdon & Warren Counties
Kathy Creveling

Area 5 - Middlesex & Union Counties
Karen Lewicki

Area 6 - Monmouth & Ocean Counties
Jeri Hickey

Area 7 - Camden, Gloucester &
Salem Counties

Marianne Aponte

Area 8 - Atlantic, Cape May & 
Cumberland Counties

Linda Cobb

Area 9 - Essex County
Terry Nevins & Bill Copeck 

Area 10 - Somerset County
Stephanie Johnson 

Area 11 - Mercer County
Patrick Jackson

Area 12 - Bergen County
Garth D. Brown & Tami Moses

Area 13 - Burlington County
Kate Maloney

 
The Board of Trustees and staff of Special Olympics 
New Jersey would like to recognize the Area 
Directors for their ongoing commitment to our 
movement, and for the lifetime of dedication they 
have given to the athletes, their families and to the 
organization. Thank you!

2023 AREA DIRECTORS2023 BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

Jason Finkelstein 
1st Vice Chairperson

Cole Schotz P.C.

Angelo J. Onofri 
2nd Vice Chairperson

Mercer County Prosecutor

Renee Altomonte 
Secretary
TD Bank

Joel Wagner
Treasurer

Ernst & Young, LLP 

Lori Acker
Chairperson

Delta Dental of NJ & CT



AWARD CATEGORIES
& RECIPIENTS

For Special Olympics New Jersey athletes - one from each 
of the 13 Areas, who have shown determination and 
dedication to training and an increased proficiency in any 
sport at any competition level.

Award Recipients: Award Recipients: 
•  Area 1 - Louis Otero•  Area 1 - Louis Otero
•  Area 2 - Hannah Bermeo•  Area 2 - Hannah Bermeo
•  Area 3 - Thomas Schoch•  Area 3 - Thomas Schoch
•  Area 4 - Erica Schaefer•  Area 4 - Erica Schaefer
•  Area 5 - Linsey Armus•  Area 5 - Linsey Armus
•  Area 6 - Jacob Coupe•  Area 6 - Jacob Coupe
•  Area 7 - Patrick McGuire•  Area 7 - Patrick McGuire
•  Area 8 - Llaird Williams•  Area 8 - Llaird Williams
•  Area 9 - Isaiah Vega•  Area 9 - Isaiah Vega
•  Area 10 - Jodi Hadam•  Area 10 - Jodi Hadam
•  Area 11 - Steven Alicea•  Area 11 - Steven Alicea
•  Area 12 - Christine Cush•  Area 12 - Christine Cush
•  Area 13 - Ciylen Bowman•  Area 13 - Ciylen Bowman

Individual
Special Olympics New Jersey Hall of Fame
For an individual with at least 10 years of involvement with 
Special Olympics New Jersey who has advanced the Special 
Olympics movement in one of the categories of sports and 
training, fundraising, or public awareness. 

•  Award Recipients: Dave “The Rave” Robbins &•  Award Recipients: Dave “The Rave” Robbins &
   Roberto Hernandez Sr.   Roberto Hernandez Sr.

Marc S. Edenzon Lifetime Achievement Award 
For an individual with at least 15 years of involvement with 
the Special Olympics movement who has demonstrated a 
lifetime of commitment and compassion to the athletes of 
Special Olympics New Jersey.

•  Award Recipient: Lillian Narvaez•  Award Recipient: Lillian Narvaez

AWARD CATEGORIES
& RECIPIENTS

Outstanding Local Training Program
For the program that has shown the best example of high-
quality sports training for Special Olympics New Jersey 
athletes.

•  Award Recipient: David Gregory•  Award Recipient: David Gregory

Support

Outstanding Athlete Outstanding Volunteer Family 
For the family of a Special Olympics athlete that has 
demonstrated unique and outstanding support of the 
Special Olympics movement and athletes.

•  Award Recipient: Freed Family•  Award Recipient: Freed Family

Outstanding Volunteer Coach 
For an individual coach in any Special Olympics sport 
who has demonstrated a high degree of technical skill 
and personal commitment to preparing athletes for 
participation in Special Olympics New Jersey events.

•  Award Recipient: Michele Cornell•  Award Recipient: Michele Cornell

Outstanding Volunteer Official
For exemplary voluntary service by an individual sports 
official at Special Olympics New Jersey state competitions 
and events.

 •  Award Recipient: Fall Games Cycling Team •  Award Recipient: Fall Games Cycling Team

Outstanding Volunteer - State Level
For exemplary voluntary service by an individual to Special 
Olympics New Jersey at state competitions and events. 

•  Award Recipient: Dave Larkin•  Award Recipient: Dave Larkin

Outstanding Volunteer - Area Level
For exemplary voluntary service by an individual to Special 
Olympics New Jersey at area competitions and events.
 
•  Award Recipient: Sandra Hanzok•  Award Recipient: Sandra Hanzok

Outstanding Volunteer Group 
For exemplary voluntary service by a group to Special 
Olympics New Jersey.

•  Award Recipient: Johnson & Johnson•  Award Recipient: Johnson & Johnson

 
  



Special Recognition
Spirit Award 
For individuals who have advanced the mission of Special 
Olympics New Jersey through year-round support and 
innovation.

Award Recipients: Award Recipients: 
Snow Bowl Games Management TeamSnow Bowl Games Management Team
•  Chris Malkin•  Chris Malkin
•  Eric Nellessen•  Eric Nellessen
•  Ken Sobek•  Ken Sobek
  
Award Recipient: Award Recipient: 
•  Seth Boyarsky•  Seth Boyarsky

Award Recipient: Award Recipient: 
•  Lisa Wilhelm•  Lisa Wilhelm

Law Enforcement Torch Run Hall of Fame Award
For an individual who has demonstrated a superior 
contribution to the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special 
Olympics New Jersey.

•  Award Recipient: Robert Belfiore•  Award Recipient: Robert Belfiore

Bessie Perlman Achievement Award
For a Special Olympics New Jersey athlete who has 
demonstrated a dedication to sportsmanship and success in 
the community.

•  Award Recipient: Michele Asher-Coddington•  Award Recipient: Michele Asher-Coddington

S. Michael Higgins Special Olympics Scholarship 
For a Special Olympics New Jersey athlete who has 
demonstrated dedication to sport through a commitment 
to training. 

•  Award Recipient: Daisy DeSimone•  Award Recipient: Daisy DeSimone

Outstanding Unified School Award
For a school that has demonstrated a superior commitment 
to inclusion, acceptance, respect and dignity for all by 
integrating Special Olympics Initiatives into their school 
programs and culture, and embracing the motto, “Play 
Unified. Live Unified.”

•  Award Recipient: B. Bernice Young Elementary School,     •  Award Recipient: B. Bernice Young Elementary School,     
   Burlington Twp., NJ   Burlington Twp., NJ

Support

AWARD CATEGORIES
& RECIPIENTS



CHAMPION PARTNER

DIAMOND  PARTNERS

PREMIER PARTNERS

PLATINUM PARTNERS

GOLD MEDAL PARTNERS 
Amerigroup

Atlantic City Electric

BlackRock 

Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund 

Dick’s Sporting Goods Foundation 

FedEx Corporation

Garden State Fireworks

Hinkle, Prior & Fischer Attorneys at Law

Inspira Health

M & T Bank

Munich Reinsurance America, Inc.

PHILLIPS 66 

Prudential Foundation

SSG Executive Advisory Group of Raymond James

The Metro NY/NJ Spa and Pool Association Inc.

SILVER MEDAL PARTNERS
BOMA NJ

BP America 

Edison Energy

Fidelis Care

Flaghouse, Inc. 

North Jersey Masters Track and Field Club 

PSEG Foundation 

Rutgers Athletics

Waste Management

BRONZE MEDAL PARTNERS
Bob’s Discount Furniture

Integra Foundation

Academy Bus
Amerigroup RealSolutions
Bayer Foundation
BlackRock
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund
FedEx Corporation
FlagHouse, Inc. 
Garden State Fireworks

Bob’s Discount Furniture
BOMA NJ
Janssen Pharmaceuticals
JLL

The Grainger Foundation
The Metro NY/NJ Spa and Pool Association Inc.
Waste Management
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts

Rutgers Athletics

Hinkle, Prior & Fischer Attorneys At Law
Hollister Contruction Services
Inspira Health
M & T Bank
Munich Reinsurance America, Inc.
New Jersey Devils
North Jersey Masters Track and Field Club
Novo Nordisk, Inc. 
Strider Sports Int’l., Inc.

YEAR-ROUND PARTNERS

CommunityA�airsNJ DEPARTMENT OF

10.2.19
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Created by the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation. Authorized and 
accredited by Special Olympics, Inc for the benefit 

of persons with intellectual disabilities. 

Special Olympics New Jersey
1 Eunice Kennedy Shriver Way 

Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Phone: (609) 896 - 8000  •  www.sonj.org

Follow & tag us on social media!

Facebook: SONewJersey

Twitter: @SONewJersey

Flickr: SONewJersey

Instagram: @SpecialOlympicsNJ

YouTube: SpecialOlympicsNJ

TikTok: @SpecialOlympicsNJ


